
 

 
Should our IOSH District apply to become an IOSH Branch? 

South Cumbria and North Lancashire IOSH District 
Manchester & NW Districts’ IOSH Branch 

Brief history of South Cumbria & North Lancashire IOSH District 

1976   IOSH Cumbria District was formed as part of the Manchester 
IOSH Branch: meetings held in Kendal. 

1989  After some trial joint meetings with South Cumbria Occupational 
Health & Safety Group (SCOHSG; meetings held in Barrow-in-
Furness) it was agreed to hold joint meetings with SCOHSG at 
The Netherwood Hotel, Grange-over-Sands. 

1996  IOSH Cumbria District was renamed South Cumbria IOSH 
District  when North Cumbria IOSH District was formed - to 
avoid confusion between the two districts. 

2012  South Cumbria IOSH District  was renamed South Cumbria 
and North Lancashire IOSH District - to reflect its geographical 
catchment area. 

Why apply to be an IOSH Branch now?  

1. Manchester IOSH Branch, now known as Manchester & NW 
Districts’ IOSH Branch have no input into: 

i. Our District annual programme or 

ii. Management of our District’s budget. 

2. District committee representative(s) have to travel to Executive 
Branch Committee meetings in Manchester that are held in the 
early evening or at weekends. This has an averse impact on our 
District committee representative's work/life balance due to long 
distance travel times. 

3. All strategic information sent out from IOSH Leicester HQ would be 
sent directly to ‘our’ chairman rather than via the Manchester Branch 
chairman. 

4. Our committee would be an executive Branch committee able to 
respond directly to IOSH HQ. 

5. Our committee would be able to organise joint events with other IOSH 
Branches as well as Manchester & NW Districts’ IOSH Branch 



 

Differences between an IOSH Branches & and IOSH Districts 

Branch committee District committee 

� IOSH Information directly from IOSH � Most IOSH information from Branch 

� Responsible for organising Branch 

Executive committee 
� Expected to send representatives to 

Branch Executive committee 
meetings in Manchester 

� Organises Branch’s annual 
programmes 

� Organises District’s annual 
programmes 

� Manages own budget and submits to 
IOSH 

� Manages own budget and submits to 
IOSH via Branch 

� Co-ordinates information on Branch 
web pages 

� Co-ordinates information on District 
web pages. 

� Allocated TWO delegate places at 
annual IOSH Network Conference 

� Allocated ONE delegate places at 
annual IOSH Network Conference 

Disadvantages of being an IOSH Branch  

1. Our meetings will not be advertised to members of the Manchester & NW 

Districts’ IOSH Branch unless we can arrange a reciprocal meeting 
advertisement arrangement in IOSH Connect. This could lead to a drop in 
attendees. 

2. Representatives from our committee would need to attend IOSH Networks 
meetings at Leicester to ensure that our views were heard centrally. 

What name? (If our IOSH District becomes an IOSH Branch) 

South Cumbria & North Lancashire IOSH Branch 

� Name mirrors the current District name.  

� Reflects the LA11 post code of most of our members. 

� Ensures continuity of a name that has been associated with our group since 
2012 (see brief history). 

OR 

Morecambe Bay IOSH Branch 

� Reflects the dominant geographical feature of our catchment area and  

� Is less cumbersome than South Cumbria & North Lancashire Branch. 

� Might encourage members based in the Blackpool area to attend our meetings. 

� Might discourage members based in Kendal, Penrith and Carlisle from attending 
our meetings. 



 

What do you think? 

Should your committee submit an application for our IOSH District to 
become an IOSH Branch? 

Please make your views known to one of your committee members or e-
mail Geoff Price our IOSH District Chairman: 

chair-sc.mnwd@ioshnetworks.co.uk 


